
Session 5: 
The Doctrine of Humanity (Part 2: Made in the Image of God) 

  
Tonight, we will go further into the study of the doctrine of humanity by looking at what it 
means when the Bible says we are made in the image of God. Of all God’s creatures, 
we alone are made in God’s image and likeness.  
 
1.) Relevant texts fall into 3 categories: 
 

a.) Foundational Texts 
 

Genesis 1:26-27 “…So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
he created him; male and female he created them.” 
 
Genesis 5:1-2 “…When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God. 
Male and female he created them, and he blessed them and named them Man 
when they were created.” 
 
Genesis 9:6 “Whoever sheds the blood of man,  by man shall his blood be 
shed, for God made man in his own image.” 
 
James 3:9 “With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people 
who are made in the likeness of God.” 

 
b.) Christological Texts 

 
II Cor. 4:4 “In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God.” 

 
 Col. 1:15 “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.” 
 
 Hebrews 1:3 “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his 
 nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making 
 purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”   
 

c.) Pauline Texts 
 

Rom. 8:29 “For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers.” 
 
I Cor. 15:49 “Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also 
bear the image of the man of heaven.” 
 
 



II Cor. 3:18 “And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For 
this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.” 
 
Col. 3:10 “and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge 
after the image of its creator.” 

 
2.) To be made in the likeness and image of God means: 
 

a.) Man has ______________ (worthy of honor or respect) 
 
Ps. 139:14 “I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made…” 
 

b.) Man has ______________ 
 
Ps. 8:6-8 “You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have 
put all things under his feet…”  
 
James 3:7 “For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be 
tamed and has been tamed by mankind,” 

 
c.) Man has ______________ 
 
 Job 38:36 “Who has put wisdom in the inward parts  or given understanding to 

the mind?” 
 
 Prov. 1:5 “Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who 

understands obtain guidance,” 
 

d.) Man has ______________ 
 
 Ephesians 4:23-24 “and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on 

the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and 
holiness.” 

 
 Ps. 51:3 “For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.”  

 
Romans 2:14-15 “For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature  do 
what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not 
have the law. They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while 
their conscience also bears witness…” 

 
e.) Man has the capacity to ___________ and _____________ with _________ 

   
 Exodus 33:11 “Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man 
 speaks to his friend.” 


